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“If you want to do something good, do it; and if you cannot do it, then resolve to do it, and you will have
achieved the resolution even if you do not fulfill the action itself. Thus a habit, whether good or bad, can

gradually and spontaneously be overcome.”
Saint Peter of Damascus

Welcome presidents, new and renewing!  I hope you shared a wonderful Advent and Christmas season with
family and friends.

In her January message, Margaret Ann Jacobs, National President reminds us, that “as 2018 dawns....sunny,
COLD, snowbound...but bright, clean and fresh...with endless new possibilities, I invite you to revisit with
renewed enthusiasm our theme, Inspired by the Spirit, Women Respond to God's Call. What new life or
different dimension can you unfold in 2018?  Perhaps the key to planning isn't about creating “more” but
rather revising our vision...to do differently, with fresh energy, new players... may we all respond to God's
call as Mary did”.

“Sometimes  we  feel  overwhelmed  by  the  many  challenges  that  our  daily  lives  present.  There  is  a
temptation to think we are alone as we handle the stress of illness, death, work demands, commitments to
family, church and community.  More than once you've probably wondered, “Why did I say 'Yes' to this?”

At times like this it is good to remember we are not alone, and ask yourself “What would Mary do”?

Margaret Ann reminds us that “it is challenging to remain hopeful in a world wrought with injustice and
disasters, both natural and man-made”, but she encourages us “to have courage, remain hopeful, trust in
the power of God and through prayer and tenderness, reach out to each person you encourter with love
and humility – one person at a time”.

I'm looking forward to meeting all of you at our executive meeting on Saturday, January 27th, 2018 at 9
a.m., at Holy Spirit parish hall, 1489 Shea Road, Stittsville.  
 
Let us pray for a year full of new opportunities, an abundance of warm people among us and a life with God
in our midst.  Happy New Year.


